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| was already excitad at the prospect
of reviewing the ESL ReadingSmart program,
but the news that it was the first online ESL
program to be adopted by the Texas Edu-
cafion Agency increased my expectations —
| was not disappaointed,
ESL ReadingSmart is a
multimedia, online learn-

“l loved the

Teachers saction provides lesson plans and
stap-by-stap instructions on how to use
evary lesson - invaluable assistance for the
over-worked ESL teacher. There is a simple
class management componant, which man-
ages the class roster and student data, and
& student assessment saction
where all students’ scoras ara
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high school. | sup- which was printable materals for use
ports classroom b . f " in class and links to relevant
instruction by providing a Eﬂutl u 5\" wabsitas for more in-depth
multilevel reading pro- written and work.

gram and curriculurm, read.” The Students saction is

including writing, listening,
speaking and comprahension,
The first thing that vou notice about ESL
ReadingSmart is how user-friendly it is. Both
the Teachers section and the Students sec-
tion are clearly laid out, enabling even
technophobes to find their way around. The
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divided into four levels, for com-
plete beginnears through to advanced inter-
mediates, Jump Start, the lowest lavel, can
be used by students with very basic
English. Its format is welcoming and excit-
ing, without being too daunting. Great uss is
made of cartoons, with which all children
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seem to feel comfortable.

Each level cortains stories and informa-
tion from international sources, which stu-
dents can read or listen to. Evary story has
an associated vocabulary section and axer-
cises, ranging from simple comprehansion
tests to more creative writing wark, The
material is particularly suitable for ESL stu-
darts, as it is cutturally appropriate — | loved
the wersion of “La Llorona," which was baau-
ifully written and read.

The joy of ESL ReadingSmart is that solves
the twin main problems of every ESL teacher
— miativating students and dealing with stu-
dents at different levels. It is not surprising that
the program was devaloped by experienced
teachers because so much thought has gone
into solving these problems. | would recom-
mend it without resernvation,

era Harnandez faaches ESL in Clark
County, Nevads.
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